














nickel city smiler

Karen community had me asking myself: what is life like for the Sudanese, the
Somali, the Iraqis or the Bhutanese, etcetera? For the life of me, I couldn’t figure out
why so many refugees were being brought to an area that cannot support them, or
sustain an acceptable quality of family life. How the people who are responsible for
resettling these refugees can lay their heads on their pillows each night and fall
asleep, knowing the fear and worry felt by those who they have claimed
responsibility for, is beyond me. The agency employees are the people who are
supposed to be providing assistance for the refugees. The onus is on the agency
workers to proactively supply refugees with the necessary information and
accommodations for a quality life, but rather than fulfill these responsibilities the
agencies sadly capitalize upon the fact that the refugee people don’t know any
better, and thus substandard conditions are commonplace. If the agencies can’t
handle these responsibilities they must be big enough to ask for assistance so that
others can be made aware of the gaps in service and respond accordingly. This is
why this film is so important; it is meant to expose the negligible aspects of the
resettlement process to those who aren’t yet aware of it, and to those who may help
remedy the situation. I feel particularly connected to this objective because in 2008 1
was one of those who was living in ignorance of the conditions foisted upon
refugees. My team and I are filmmakers, and this film is our contribution to an ailing
resettlement program. My hope is that this film will bring together those individuals
or groups who can really make a difference in the way refugees are resettled in this
state and in this country.

Among all of the unsettling sights, and disappointment in the agencies, and
the general disarray, and disfunction, Smiler and the Karen people cling to hope,
with undying voracity. I want the message of this film, Nickel City Smiler, to be one of
hope and perseverance. The Karen people taught me the value of hope, and mutual
caring and support of one another, and I want this film to be an extension of those
lessons. I want this film to teach others what Smiler has taught me.
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